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February 28th, 1 906. 


To the Urban District Council, Wantage. 


GENTLEMEN, 


I have the honour to submit for your consideration my report for 
1905, of the Urban District of Wantage, of which I am your Medical Officer 
of Health. 


GEOLOGY. 


The area is 2,296 acres. 
The geological formation in the Southern portion is Cretaceous ; in the 
Northern chiefly Upper green sand. 


Vita STATISTICS. 


The population last Census (1901) numbered 3766, and estimated to 
the middle of 1905 should be 3802. Ten years ago the population was 
3710, shewing an increase of g2 or about g each year. 


DEATHS. 


The total deaths registered in the district during the year numbered 82, 
being at the rate of.21.5 per 1000 of the population, but excluding those who 
died 1 in the Union Workhouse and Cottage Hospital belonging to other districts 
we have 63 which is equal to 16.5 per 1000. Of infants under one year 15 
deaths were registered or at the rate of over 17 of every hundred born. 


INFANT MORTALITY. 


The Local Government Board in their last circular letter to the Medical 
Officers of Health ask for special information on this subject. 

In England ten of every hundred children born die within the year. 
In Wantage 84 births were registered for 1905, and of these 15 succumbed 
within the twelve months, which is at the appalling rate of over 17 per 100 
born. My experience is that this high mortality in Wantage is due neither to 
bad sanitary conditions nor to intentional neglect, but to the profound ignorance 
of mothers as to the proper feeding of their children. 

I am aware that the cause of death is never registered as starvation 
from improper feeding, or from some convulsive or other condition caused by 
the food acting as an “irritant poison. Yet I am ‘convinced that this is the 
_ dominant factor in connection with the high death rate. 


reece —_ 


BIRTHS. 


Eighty-four were registered during the year, which is at the rate of 
22 per 1000 of the population. 

The birth-rate which reached high-water mark in 1876, when it was 
36 per 1000 for England and Wales, has since steadily declined, till last year, 
when it was only 27. 


INFECTIOUS AND NOTIFIABLE DISEASES. 


The following were reported to me during the year :— 


Diphtheria, 10 cases. 
Erysipelas, 11 cases. 
Scarlet Fever, 2 cases. 


There was no mortality. The above cases occurred at different times 
and places. 

With the exception of Influenza, which was prevalent the early months 
of the year, there has been no epidemic. 


DEATHS FROM INFECTIOUS DISEASES— 


Only amounted to 3 during the year. Compared with the previous five 
years the figures are :— 
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Diphtheria 
Influenza 

Scarlet Fever 
Measles 
Erysipelas 
Whooping Cough 
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No cases of either Small-Pox, Enteric Fever, or Puerperal Fever were 
reported during the year. 


DIPHTHERIA. 


Ten cases occurred, they were distributed in different parts of the 
district, were of a mild type and there was no mortality. 

While the other infectious diseases seem to be steadily diminishing, 
Diphtheria appears to increase, and is now in Rural Districts the predominant 
one of the group. Its chief pre-disposing conditions appear to be imperfect 
ventilation in crowded rooms, such as obtains in some schools, and infected 
milk. 


The preventative measures are sufficiently obvious. 


INFLUENZA 


Was prevalent during the spring, disappeared during the summer, and 
only a few cases were observed during the autumn and winter. Again I 
suggest the use of Quinine as an almost certain preventative for those pre- 
disposed to, or brought in contact with the disease. 


WATER SUPPLY 


Is generally very good, and I would recommend the pure water of the 
Company in preference to the wells, which are always liable to surface 
contamination. 


SEWAGE DISPOSAL AND SCAVENGING is satisfactory. 


I would again suggest to the Council the importance of plenty of water 
for the streets during dry weather. The infection of consumption and various 
other diseases are conveyed by dust. 


FOop. 
No complaint has reached me of unsound or unwholesome food. 
HOUSE ACCOMMODATION FOR THE WORKING CLASSES 


Has very much improved the last few years, more particularly in Little 
Lane, Partridge’s Row, Faleon Cottages, Brookside, and either new cottages 
or renovated old ones have taken the place of delapidated and unwholesome 
hovels. 


OFFENSIVE TRADES. 
None exist in the district. 
FACTORY AND WORKSHOPS ACTS. 


_ The Factories and Workshops appear to comply with the provisions of 
the Statute as regards drainage, cleanliness, air space, ventilation and sanitary 
conditions. The Bakehouses are well managed and none are underground. 


I have much pleasure in expressing my approval of the energetic action 
of your Sanitary Inspector in dealing with nuisances and infectious diseases. 


As required by the Local Government Board, I have made systematic 
inspection of my District. 


SUMMARY OF WORK DONE. 


Houses Inspected ve Be ss 75 
Drains and Sewers Examine oy - 40 
Wells ... er ae oe ee 18 
Samples of Water Examined Ee 28 27 


Appended are the usual Tables of Statistics and Mr. Hanson’s Report. 
I remain, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 


ace, EMERSON, M.D,, 
Medical Officer of Health, 


Urban Sanitary District of Wantage. 
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TABLE I. 


Vital Statistics of Whole District during 1905 and previous Years. 


Name of Diariot Waal 6 frat nee anitary 
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actually. occurred within the district or division. 
_ corrected by the subtraction of the number in Column 10 and the addition of the number in Column 11, 


— covered by water). . 


_ Area of District in acres 
(exclusive of sn jt, AQHA... a eee 


i * Rates in Columns 4, 8, and 13 calculated per 1,000 of estimated population. 


received on account of sickness or infirmity, such as hospitals, workhouses and lunatic asylums. 
respect of the deaths in which corrections have been made should be given on the back of this Table. 


Total population at all ages 


80-5| 1389 1L-09 ae ee 
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Nore.—The deaths to be included in Column 7 of this Table are the whole of those registered during the year as having 
The deaths to be included in Column 12 are the number in Column 7, 


By the term “ Non-residents ” is meant persons brought into the district on account of sickness or infirmity, and dying in public 
institutions there; and by the term “ Residents” is meant persons who have been taken out of the district on account of sickness or 
infirmity, and have died in public institutions elsewhere. 


’ The “ Public institutions ” to be taken into account for the purposes of these Tables are those into which persons are habitually 
A list of the Institutions in 
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Institutions within the District receiving 
sick and infirm persons from 
outside the District. 


II. 


Institutions outside the District receiving 
sick and infirm persons from 
the District. 


Ii. 


Other Institutions, the deaths in 
which have been distributed among the 
several localities in the District. 
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TABLE IV. IV. 
) Causes of, and Ages at, Death during Year 1905. 
Name of District 


‘ ‘TOTAL 
DEATHS AT THE SUBJOINED AGES oF “ RESIDENTS’? WHETHER Dgarns ‘a ann acxs ov “ RrstpEnts” BELONGING Drarus 


OCCURRING IN OR BEYOND THE DISTRIcr. Se ES, WHETHER OCCURRING IN OB BEYOND WHETHER OF 
a = THE Disrricr, RESIDENTS 
=a aes > - OR NON 
Causes or Deara. All Under | Land | 5and | 16and | 25 and | 65 and 5 s “BusIDENTS” 
a 1 under | under | under | under up- 3 Lolth th 
ges. year. 5 16 95 65 INSTITUTIONS 
; ; 0 5 wards, S$ & IN THE 
Disrrror, 
2 3 4 5 oe te [58 peroe feit- 13. 18} is | is 16 
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Small-pox ‘ 

‘ / 
Measles pe 


Scarlet fevers. eee 


| / ( 
al / 


auupin g-cougb 


‘Diphtheria and mem- 
branous croup vee 


Croup ... 

Typhus 
} Fever; Enteric 
| _( Other continued 
- Epidemic influenza 
Heohoters —_... 


| Diarrhoea, (See notes at 
back.) 


Enteritis. (See notes at 
back.) 


| Puerperal fever. (See 
notes at back.) 


Pelrysipelas =... ... 

| Other septic diseases... 
Phthisis, (Pulmonary e 
Tuberculosis.) / / | ‘4 =) / 
Other tubercular di- 5 

_ seases. 


Cancer, malignant di- 
sease. (See notes at 
back.) © 


‘Bronchitis 
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| Pneumonia 


: Pleurisy 


ther diseases of Res- 
| piratory organs. 

| Alcoholism i 

- Cirrhosis of liver 


| Venereal diseases 


Premature birth 
igeases and accidents 
parturition. 


Heart/diseases 


/P\ 19 


Accidents 


Suicides 


Q | 38) 31| 38 


a ae 
36 | €2| A 76| 4 


“All causes... | 164 ZG | G 
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Noves.—(a) In this Table all deaths of “ Residents” occurring in public institutions, whether within or 
without the district, are to be included with the other deaths in the columns for the 
several age groups (columns 2-8). They are also, in columns 9-15, to be included among 
the deaths in their respective “ Localities”? according to the previous addresses of the 
deceased as given by the Registrars. Deaths of ‘Non-residents’ occurring in public 
institutions in the district are in like manner to be eacluded from columns 2-8 and 9-15 of 
this Table. 


(b) See notes on Table I. as to the meaning of “ Residents” and “ Non-residents,” and as to the 
“Public Institutions” to be taken into account for the purposes of these Tables. The 
“ Localities’? should be the same as those in Tables II. and ITI. 


(c) All deaths occurring in public institutions situated within the district, whether of _ 
“ Residents ” or of “ Non-residents,” are, in addition to being dealt with as in note (a), to 
be entered in the last column of this Table. The total number in this column should 
equal the figures for the year in column 9, Table I. . 


(d) The total deaths in the several “ Localities” in columns 9-15 of this Table should equal 
those for the year in the same localities in Table IL., sub-columns c. The total deaths at 
all ages in column 2 of this Table should cqual the gross total of columns 9-15, and the 
figures for the year in column 12 of Table I. 


(e) Under the heading of “ Diarrhea” are to be included deaths certified as from diarrhoea, 


alone or in combination with some other cause of ill-defined nature; and also deaths  _—_— 


certified as from 


Hpidemic enteritis ; 

Zymotic enteritis ; 

Epidemic diarrhea. Summer diarrhea; 

Dysentery and dysenteric diarrhea ; 

Choleraic diarrhcea, cholera, cholera nostras 
(in the absence of Asiatic cholera). 


Under the heading of “ Enteritis” are to, be included those certified as from Gastro- 
enteritis, Muco-enteritis, and Gastric catarrh, unless from information obtained by enquiry 
from the certifying practitioner or otherwise, the Medical Officer of Health should have 
reason for including such deaths, especially those of infants, under the specific term 
“Diarrhea.” Deaths from diarrhosa secondary to some other well-defined disease should 
be included under the latter. 


Under the headings of “Cancer” and ‘‘Puerperal fever” should be included all 
registered deaths from causes comprised within these general terms. 


In recording the facts under the various headings of Tables l., I., III. and IV., attention has been 
given to the notes on the Tables. 


ue Medical Officer of Health. 


Date sine enn a 


